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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20. 
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Editor John R. Rice and family, 
with a secretary, Miss Viola Wal- 
den, will leave Monday, August Ist, 
for Waterloo, Iowa, for a three 
weeks’ tent revival under the aus- 
pices of the Burton Avenue Bap- 
tist Church, Dr. Robert J. Wells, 
pastor. We will go by automobile 
and expect to make the trip in 
two days, and to preach my first 
sermon in the revival Tuesday 
night, August 2nd, God willing. 


Very fine preparations have been | 


made for the revival by Dr. Wells 
and his assistant and church. A 
tent is secured seating 1,000 with 
space around for more people. 
Several personal workers are en- 
gaged for one month’s house-to- 
house personal soul winning. The 
editor will be on a three-station 
radio hook-up every day while 
there through the courtesy of 
Rev. Cedarholm of The Family 
Altar broadcast. We feel deeply 
concerned about the revival, and 
we urge all the friends who are 
concerned about sinners being 
saved to join in penitent, persistent 


‘praying in the name of Christ for 


a great outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon us. Hundreds should 
be saved and thousands of Chris- 
tians should be blessed. In us we 
have no power, no wisdom to do 
what needs to be done. May the 
Lord in His mercy see fit to bless 
us and take all the glory to Him- 
self. 

August 22 to 29 the editor is to 
attend and speak at the North- 
western Bible Conference, directed 
by Dr. W. B. Riley at Medicine 
Lake near Minneapolis where Dr. 
Riley is pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church (the largest church in 
the Northern Baptist Convention) 
and he is the president of the 
Northwestern Bible School and 
Seminary. 

In Dallas Rev. Joe B. Rice will 
act as supply pastor for the pres- 
ent. He is greatly loved by our 
people and will win many souls and 
loyally carry on the work, with the 
codperation of the office force and 
Sunday School teachers and work- 
ers and the entire membership. 
May God's people not forget the 
Dallas work in their prayers. 


Anniversary Celebration Sunday 


Sixth Birthday of Church Observed by Service Morning, Afternoon 
and Night, Sandwish Lunch for All at Noon , 


Next Sunday, July 31st the Fun- 


* damentalist Baptist Church in Oak 


Cliff will be exactly six years old. 
On Sunday night, July 31st, 1932, 
a little group of Christians on a 
vacant lot one block from the pres- 
ent church location, organized 
themselves into a New,Testament 
church. It was in the midst of an 
open-air revival led by the present 
pastor. That revival continued in 
the same place under the sky each 
night for fourteen weeks. God gave 
hundreds of conversions and some 
two hundred members to _ the 
church that summer. The church 
has grown until at present we have 
some fifteen hundred members. Be- 
ginning with no money, no back- 
ing, no property, the church has 
now a beautiful lot 100 x 175 feet 
on a prominent corner, all paid 
for. We have a large brick tab- 
ernacle covering the lot, with the 
vauditorium seating about 1,500 or 
1,600, and a two-story Sunday 
School section, 46 x 90 feet. The 
entire building is paid for except 


raise enough to pay the last pay- 
ment on the ceiling Sunday. 

The pastor will speak in all 
services morning, afternoon and 
night, with evangelistic sermons. 
We are having an eight days’ re- 
vival. God has greatly blessed. To- 
night, (Wednesday), two men pro- 
fessed faith in Christ and one was 
baptized. Seven came forward Sun- 
day morning. Three were baptized 
Sunday night. There is a moving 
of revival spirit among our peo- 
ple. We trust that Sunday night 
we shall have had many saved. 

»At noon Sunday a sandwich 
lunch with drinks and cakes will 
be served to all who come, and 
the public is cordially invited. 
The dinner will not be elaborate. 
Our purpose is principally to serve 
the Lord and have Christian fel- 
lowship. We urge former members 
to return whenever possible, and 
friends far and near will be wel- 
comed to worship with us during 
the day. Let us pray that God will 
send wonderful blessings in His 
power and presence. 


for the ceiling, and we hope to 


John R. Rice On 
Radio KRLD Satur- 
day, 12:30; WRR 


‘Sunday, 7:30 A. M. 
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Readers of The Sword of the 
Lord may like to fear Editor John 
R. Rice on the radio. Brother W. 
E. Hawkins, Jr., has asked the edi- 
tor to speak Saturday, July 30th, 
in the 12:30 service of the Radio 
Revival on radio KRLD, 1040 kilo- 
cycles. A group of young people 
from the church will be present 
and have part in the singing. There 
will be other fine features to the 
service as there always is under 
Brother Hawkins’ leadership. The 
Radio Revival has continued on 
this station which has 10,000 watts 
power, for eleven years. 

Sunday morning at 7:30 a.m., 
the editor will preach on radio 
WRR, 1280 kilocycles. You are in- 


BRINGIT SUNDAY! 


We would like to pay the entire 
balance due on the ceiling of the 
auditorium next Monday. $260.00 
remains to be paid. A check for 
$110.00 was sent last Monday. Let 
us pay the balance in full this com- 
ing Monday. Please bring your of- 
fering or send it. Each one give 
as God lays it on your heart and 
according as God has prospered 
you. If every member, every friend 
has some part in the offering, ac- 
cording to his love for God and 
gives either out of his poverty or 
prosperity, we will have enough in 
hand and can praise God together 
on our anniversary celebration, 
with every penny of indebtedness 
paid. 


vited to listen in. Get unsaved 
friends to listen, too. Let us hear 
from you. 
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Unbelief In S. S. Literatu 


Baptist Young People’s Quarterly says: (1) Old Testament not 'Author- 
itative Word" of God, (2) That the Book of Joshua includes “Survivals 
of primitive religious thinking," not authoritative, "Such matters as 
blood-revenge, sacred trees and stones, the use of magic, the idea 
that God would take or require an oath or that at times He was quite 
unforgiving; (3) That the Book of Joshua gives a false impression caused 
by "The apparent effort on the part of the writer or writers to present 
Joshua asia military hero worthy of being placed by the side of the 
lawgiver, Moses .. ." (4) There are "Striking differences" (that is, dis- 
agreements, contradictions) ‘between Judges four and Judges five;"’ (5) 
That the teaching of Judges chapter five (and other Old Testament 
Scriptures of the same trend) is inaccurate since the “Conception of 
Jehovah as a God of Conquest is far below the conception of him as 
appeared in later Old Testament literature and as still later was re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ,’ that this conception was "Primitive and semi- 
barbarous;" (6) That the Old Testament was written according to “the 
thought" of the writers, according to "Primitive religious thinking," 
according to what "Was popularly believed," according to "the early 


phases of the religion of Israel." 


Beside my Bible the other day as 
I waited to preach in a good Bap- 
tist church, I saw a Young People’s 
Quarterly of the Southern Baptist 
Convention 8S. 8S. Board. Idly I 
turned the pages during the song 
service, waiting to preach. These 
words struck my eye, “There are 
other matters in the Joshua nar- 
ratives that might well demand 
our attention — such matters as 
blood-revenge, sacred trees and 
stones, the use of magic, the idea 
that God would take or require 
an oath or that at times he was 
quite unforgiving, and other sur- 
vivals of primitive religious think- 
ing ..:.” It sounded to me un- 
natural, strange, and the phrases 
troubled me and came again and 
again to mind. Later I asked for 
the quarterly. I took it and went 
through the whole thing from be- 
ginning to end carefully, line after 
line, reading and rereading, check- 
ing, marking, then reading care- 
fully again most of the book of 
Joshua, some of Judges, and part 
of the Pentateuch. I wag at first 
troubled and then shocked and 
finally outraged by what I found 
there. After much prayer I feel 
that I should call attention to some 
of the unbelief and false teaching 
in these pages which are certain 
to poison the minds of some of 
the thousands of young people who 
read it. The quarterly is the Young 
People’s Quarterly for July, Au- 
gust, and September, 1938, printed 
by the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board. It is prepared by 
John C. Slemp, Associate Editorial 
Secretary of the Southern Baptist 
S. S. Board. 


I realize that in some sense I 
am an outsider, since neither I 
nor my church affiliates officially 
with the Convention and we do 
not support the Convention pro- 
gram financially, except that we 
plan, God willing, to maintain a 
missionary in Brazil, connected 
with Southern Baptist work. Yet 
at the same time I am one with 
Southern Baptists. I believe what 
they believe, in the main, I was 
educated in Baptist schools, I 
taught in Wayland Baptist College, 
I have raised thousands of dol- 
lars for Baptist institutions, and 
I love devotedly Southern Baptist 
people and preachers. Thus I shall 
write as moderately and kindly 
and truly as I can to help and not 
to hinder, to build up and not to 
destroy, to bless and not to curse 
Southern Baptist people. I trust 
that readers will be as prayerful. 


Says Old Testament Not Authori- 
tative Word of God 


In the introduction to the Young 
People’s Quarterly prepared by 


Looe C. Slemp, associate editorial | 


secretary, on page one, the attitude 
of the quartely and its teaching on 
the authority of the Old Testa- 
ment is given. Hiding behind the 
theory of “progressive revelation,” 
the writer teaches that the Old 
Testament is not authoritative, that 
all of the Old Testament must be 
weighed carefully to know what 
to believe, because “certain parts 
of the Old Testament do not reach 
the high standard which we find 
in other parts of the Old Testa- 
ment and particularly in the New 
Testament.” According to. the 
writer, the teachings of Jesus con- 
tradicts some of the Old Testa- 
ment and reveals a different kind 
of God than that pictured there. 
Hence the Old Testament is not 
authoritative but is simply the rec- 
ord of the growth in religious 


thinking by the Hebrew race. So 
teaches the quarterly. 
We will now give the entire 


page and trust you will search it 
carefully. For emphasis we are 
putting part of the introduction in 
italics, but all of it is given word 
for word, just as published by Mr. 
Slemp, the associate editorial secre- 
tary of the Sunday School Board. 


“MESSAGES FROM ISRAEL’S 
EARLY LEADERS 
“The writer of the Epistle 


re 


to any part of the Bible is by 
way of the full revelation of 
God that we have in “Jesus 
Christ. How does this book or 
chapter or verse relate to the 
truth that we find in Jesus? 
How does what it says about 
God, about man, about right- 
eousness measure up to the 
teachings of Jesus? That is 
where we ought to begin in our 
study of the Bible whether in 
Genesis or in Malachi or in 
Revelation. 


“With this approach we are 
saved from many vagaries of 
exposition and interpretation, 
because we recognize that re- 
ligious truth and spiritual in- 
sight did not come-full grown 
to the Hebrew race. Truth 
came gradually, by degrees, 
as the people were able to re- 
ceive it. “But why,’ inquires 
Dr. W. T. Conner of the South- 
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, ‘the long delay in 
bringing revelation to a cli- 
max? Because the giving of a 
revelation on God’s part is 
morally and spiritually con- 
ditioned on man’s part.’ 


“Let us, then, keep these 
principles in mind as we pur- 
sue these studies. By so do- 
ing we shall be able to under- 
stand why certain parts of the 
Old Testament do mot reach 
the high standard which we 
find in other parts of the Old 
Testament and particularly in 
the New Testament. For ex- 
ample, we shall not expect the 
period of the Judges to reach 
the high standards attained 
under Israel’s eighth-century 
prophets (like Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, and Isaiah), for the 
simple reason that several cen- 
turies lie between. Nor shall 
we expect Saul, Israel’s first 
king, to possess the same spir- 
itual insight as Paul the Chris- 
tian. So it is that, approached 
by this method, the Bible will 
glow with a new meaning, and 
by understanding it better we 
shall come to treasure more 
deeply its timeless truths.” 


Was the Bible written by “prog- 
ressive revelation” ? 


——— 


to the Hebrews prefaced his 
important work with this sig- 
nificant statement: ‘God, hav- 
ing of old time spoken unto 
the fathers in the prophets by 
divers portions and in divers 
manners, hath at the end of 
these days spoken unto us in 
his Son’ (Heb. 1:1, 2 — ASV). 

“That is to say: God did not 
reveal himself all at once, but 
by slow degrees, in accordance 
with the ability of men to un- 
derstand both himself and his 
ways. Thus he spoke to men 
of old time ‘in many parts 
and in many modes,’ but ‘at 
the end of these days,’ or, as 
Paul put it, ‘when the fulness 
of the time was come’ (Gal. 4: 
4), he spoke his single, full, 
complete, authoritative word in 
his Son Jesus Christ. Whereas 
in the earlier and incomplete 
stages of revelation God’s face 
was, as it were, partially hid- 
den from men, it wag in the 
later and complete stage fully 
revealed. Little by little the 
light dawned and brightened 
and then burst into its ineffa- 
ble splendor. Then it was that 
God showed his face in the 
face of his Son. 

“But what has all this to do 
with a series of lessons in the 
Old Testament? The answer 
is that it has everything to do 
with it. The correct approach 


If. you mean 
that Genesis reveals truths about 
God, Exodus tells still more, Le- 
viticus still more, and that on 
through every succeeding book and 
chapter and line is a further reve- 
lation of God, then I agree. Cer- 
tainly when I write the firgt para- 
graph of this article I have’ not 
written the whole story. Succeed- 
ing paragraphs should tell more. 

M-that kind of revela- 


tion. Buff you mean that Genesis 
is not ‘much inspired as John, 
that J fF is not as reliable as 


“and that Judges pictures a 
different kind of God from the book 
of Acts, then I do not believe any- 
thing of the kind and neither do 
sound, Southern Baptists. To use 
the idea of progressive revelation 
to teach that the words of Jesus 
in the New Testament are more 
inspired and more reliable than the 
Old Testament’ Scriptures, to say 
that we must carefully approach 
the Old Testament to discard all 
that does not fit with our interpre- 
tation of the New Testament, is 
simply to clothe in pleasant, de- 
ceitful words the lowest unbelief 
and modernism. 

Note some quotations from the 
Sunday School quarterly introduc- 
tion printed above. 

“God ... spoke his single, full, 
complete authoritative word in his 
Son Jesus Christ.” Single means 


one, or only, so according to that 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


PAGE TWO 


— ee ae 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Unbelief In 
S. S. Literature 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


statement there was no full or 
complete revelation before Jesus 
came. So much we will grant, the 
revelation was not complete. But 
also according to that statement 
there was no “authoritative word’’ 
from God until Jesus came, and 
this is emphatically not true. The 
Old Testament is as certainly the 
authoritative word of God ag the 
New Testament. The Old Testa- 
ment does not tell us all about God, 
but all is authoritative and in- 
fallibly correct. And it is authori- 
tative in history, science, and ev- 
ery other matter, in the same sense 
that the New Testament is. The 
Bible claims to be written, “not in 
words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Spirit teacheth; 
combining spiritual things with 
spiritual words” (I Cor. 2:13, R. 
V.). And that is as true about the 
Old Testament as about the New. 


Now note the application of this 
principle by the author. He asks, 


“But what has all this to do with 
a series of lessons in the Old Tes- 
tament?”’ and then he answers 
that it has everyth’ng to do with 
it since the only correct 2pproach 
to any part cf the ‘ible is to see 
first, “how does what it says about 
God, about man, about righteous- 
ness measure up to the teachings 
of Jesus?” In other words, stu- 
dents of the Bible, or these thou- 
sands of young people who study 
this quarterly, are to begin vith the 
assumption that the Old Testament 
is not authoritat've, that it cannot 
all be trusted, and that one is to 
come to it with the idea only to 
accept the parts that “measure up 
to the teachings of Jesus.” In 
other words, this Sunday Schcol 
quarterly plants the poison of un- 
belief and doubt in the minds of 
young people and tells them that 
this doubting, unbelieving, critical 
attitude toward the Old Testament 
is “the correct aproach to any part 
of the Bible.” In fact, this critical 
attitude is “where we ought to be- 
gin in our study of the Bible, 
whether in Genesis or in Malachi 
or in Revelation!’ says the quar- 
terly. 


The last sentence on the page 
says that, “So it is that, ap- 
proached by this method, the Bible 
will glow with a new meaning...” 
By a new method, different from 
that our fathers used in studying 
the Bible, we will get “a new mean- 
ing.” That is exactly what mod- 
ernism says and what modernism 
does, by believing that parts of 
the Bible are not inspired, not 
authoritative, and setting each man 
his own standard of what is proper. 
So the modernist starts on the road 
that leads logically to atheism and 
a complete rejection of all the Bi- 
ble. 


I admit that certain men of the 
Old Testament did not have the 
high moral standard of other men 
and of some men in the New Tes- 
tament. Even man, however, has 
not materially changed. But the 
quality and authority of inspira- 
tion has changed not at all, and 
the statement in the last para- 
graph quoted above that “certain 
parts of the Old Testament do not 
reach the high standard which we 
find in other parts of the Old Tes- 
tament and particularly in the New 
Testament” is absolutely untrue. 
In the fact of infallibily correct in- 
spiration, every bit of the Bible is 
exactly the same. Some parts of 
the Bible may be more precious to 
us than others, but no more the 
word of God than the rest of it. 
The plan of salvation in the Old 
Testament is exactly the same as 
in the New. The God of wrath in 
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the Old Testament is the same God 
of wrath in the New. 

This matter of setting the gos- 
pels against the rest of the Bible, 
arraying Scriptures against Scrip- 
tures, and trying to use Jesus as 
an excuse for disbelieving the rest 
of the Bible is wicked, is unbe- 
lief. 

Now read again,’ please, the en- 
tire introduction to the quarterly 
printed above very prayerfully, and 
you will be ready to study other 
statements throughout the quarter- 


ly. 
Joshua Contains "Survivals of Prim- 
itive Religious Thinking,'’ Says 
S. S. Quarterly 


On the bottom of column 1, page 
5, there is a passage under the 
heading, “AS FOR OURSELVES,” 
which gays, 

“As for ourselves, we stand 
greatly in need of Joshua's 
emphas's on allegiance to God. 
There are other matters in the 
Joshua narratives that might 
well demand our attention — 
such matters as blood-revenge, 
sacred trees and stones, the 
use of magic, the idea that God 
would take or require an oath 
or that at times he was quite 
unforgiving, and other surviv- 
als of primitive religious think- 
ing — but our chief concern 
is to what extent in our day 
we are as individuals and as a 
nation loyal to God.” 


Notice carefully the phrase, ‘‘and 
other survivals of primitive re- 
ligicus thinking.” The idea is, as 
expressed in this quarterly for 
young people, that the bcok of 
Joshua is not reliable, not the in- 
fallible and authoritative word of 
God. The writer thinks that the 
Bible grew little by little, and that 
Christianity is a development. 
Therefore in the earlier books of 
the Bible, which the writer says 
are not authoritative and not com- 
plete, there are some traditions, 
some principles taught that are 
not to be taken as divinely revealed 
from God but rather as simply 
“survivals of primitive religious 
thinking.” Such things came from 
man and not from God. These 
things are the thinking of “prim- 
itive” men, not modern man. That 
is the trend cf teachng of this 
quarterly. Anyone who is familiar 
with the language of the evolution- 
ists will know what they mean by 
the term “primitive” man. In 
further writings of the Scripture 
these false ideas little by l'ttle were 
weeded out but in the book of 
Joshua they still remain as ‘sur- 
vivals of primitive religious think- 
ing.” 

And what are these matters re- 
ferred to here as survivals of prim- 
itive religious thinking? The fol- 
lowing are mentioned: 

(1). “Blood-revenge.” The 
“avenger of blood” is mentioned in 
Joshua 20, verses 3, 5, and 9, in 
the discussion of the cities of ref- 
uge. The cities of refuge are types 
of Christ. To them one guilty of 
killing unwittingly, might flee and 
hide till the death of the high 
priest. The avenger of blocd, that 
is, a brother or near relative of 
the slain, was a type of the aveng- 
ing wrath of God on sinners. The 
high priest and his death pictured 
Christ and His death on the cross 
to save snners. The cities of ref- 
uge picture safety of a child of 
God hidden in Christ. In setting 
apart the cities of refuge, and in 
the practice of the blood avenger, 
Joshua was simply fulfilling, as 
God commanded him, the Mosaic 
law. In Numbers 35, verse 16 to 
19 tells us that if a man kill his 
neighbor with an instrument of 
iron or with throwing a stone or 
with a hand weapon of wood, “he 
is a murderer; the murderer shall 
surely be put to death. The re- 
venger of blood himself shall slay 
the murderer; when he meeteth 
him, he shall slay him.” And this 
teaching which Joshua and the 
children of Israel followed, the 
Sunday School young people are 
taught is simply “a survival of 
primitive religious thinking.” 

Prayerful, spirtiually-minded Bi- 
ble students will recognize that in- 


a 


stead of that, it is part of the 
highest revelation of God, and 
that in the death penalty, in the 
avenger of blood, in the cities of 
refuge, and the death of the high 
priest, is pictured the highest doc- 
trines of sin and grace and atone- 
ment and mercy and eternal se- 
curity by the death of Christ. That 
part is as much inspired as John 
3:16 and has exactly the same 
teaching! 

(2). “Sacred trees and stones” 
are called “survivals of primitive 
religious thinking” in this quar- 
terly. When the children of Israel 
crossed through the Jordan River, 
Joshua commanded them to “take 
you up every man of you a stone 
upon his shoulder’ out of the midst 
of the Jordan River (Joshua 4:5). 
That 4th chapter of Joshua tells 
how twelve stones out the midst 
of Jordan were piled up as a sign 
where the feet of the priests which 
bear the ark of the covenant stood 
“and they are there until this day.” 
Also twelve stones were set in 
Gilgal (vs. 20), to be a memorial 
so that all the children might be 
told of the great blessing God gave 
them in drying up the waters from 
the bed of the River Jordan so they 
might pass over dry shod. Thcse 
memorials of stone, we suppose, 
are called “sacred stones.”’ Again, 
in Joshua 24, 26, 27, we are told: 

“And Joshua wrote these 
words in the book of the law 
of God, and took a great stone, 
and set it up there under an 
oak, that was by the sanctuary 
of the Lord. 

“And Joshua said unto all 
the people; Behold, th's stone 
shall be a witness unto us; for 
it hath heard all the words of 
the Lord which he spake unto 
us: it shall be therefore a wit- 
ness unto you, lest ye deny 
your God.” 


That stone under a tree was a 
witness unto the children of Israel, 
but these stones and trees, accord- 
ing to the Young People’s Quar- 
terly, were simply “survivals of 
primitive religious thinking.” Per- 
haps the author means that these 
were relics of paganism and that 
God did not intend for them to be 
used. Certainly he seems to mean 
that God did not inspire nor favor 
the use of these memorials. If 
that be his mean'ng, then devout, 
Bible-believing Christians will dis- 
agree. 


(3). “The use of magic,” “in 
the Joshua narratives,” he says, is 
part of the things that are “sur- 
vivals of primitive religious think- 
ing.” The use of magic? What 
magic did Joshua use? At first 
I did not understand what the writ- 
er could mean, since I knew, as all 
Bible students must know, that no- 
where does the Bible encourage 
magicians, soothsayers, fortune- 
tellers, d'viners, etc., but instead 
that such impostors were to be 
put to death (Exo. 22:18). What 
then did he mean by “magic” in 
the book of Joshua? 


But when I noticed that the book 
of Joshua is not regarded as the 
authoritative word of God, it is 
said to contain some things that 
are simply “survivals of prim‘tive 
religious thinking,” I began to see 
what he means. In the entire dis- 
cussion of the book of Joshua not 
once is God referred to as the 
Author or Inspirer of the book and 
not once is a miracle mentioned, 
I bel'eve. Note this startling fact! 
in the book of Joshua are three of 
the greatest miracles recorded in 
the Bible. Two of them affected 
the whole Jewish race including 
millions of people, and one of them 
affected not only the Jewish race 
directly but every person on earth, 
and even the earth and moon 
themselves. 

The first great miracle of the 
three is the crossing of the Jordan 
River when it was at flood-tide, 
by a mighty miracle whereby God 
held back the waters in a wall 
above while the priests stood in 
the middle of the river till the 
entire nation passed over. The 
water receded as the feet of the 
priests advanced and then when 
they left the river bed the waters 
continued their course. That is de- 


*“Moses.”’ 


Friday, July 29, 1938 


scribed in Joshua, chapter 3. The 
second great miracle was when the 
walls of Jericho fell down flat in- 
stantly on the seventh day, after 
the people had marched around the 
city repeatedly, and the trumpets 
had blown. That was a physical 
miracle, with millions of witnesses 
that it actually occurred. It is re- 
corded in Joshua, chapter 6. The 
greatest miracle is that the sun 
stood still (relatively) in the heav- 
ens for about the space of a day, 
and the moon also, when Joshua 
fought the five kings of the Amor- 
ites at Gideon. It is recorded in 
the 10th chapter of Joshua, par- 
ticularly vérses 12 to 14. Unbe- 
lievers often say that by the use 
of magic, legerdemain, and dece.t, 
Joshua brought about what ap- 
peared to be miracles cf God but 
were not. Some have said that the 
Jordan River was stopped tempo- 
rarily by a landslide and that the 
children of Israel marched over 
and claimed that God held the 
water back. Some have claimed 
that the walls of Jericho were 
blown down by well-placed mines 
of explosives, that Joshua claimed 
God threw them down. Some have 
said that in the strenuous battle 
w.th the five kings of the Amor- 
ites, the time seemed twice as long 
as a day, but that actually the day 
was no longer than it would nor- 
mally have been. Unbel evers do not 
accept the Bible accounts of a 
miracle-working God. To such 
people the claims of the bcok of 
Joshua are simply called “the use 
of magic” and instead of believ- 
ing them as the infallible word 
of God we are to regard them, 
the Sunday School quarterly says, 
as “survivals of primitive religious 
thinking!” And note carefully that 
there is nothing else in the book 
of Joshua that people ever refer 
to as the use of magic, except these 
miracles. 


(4). “The idea that God would 
take or require an oath” is an- 
other “survival of primitive reli- 
gious thinking,” according to the 
Sunday School quarterly. Remem- 
ber, he is speaking of things ecn- 
tained in “the Joshua narratives.” 
Oaths are mentioned in Joshua 2: 
17, Joshua 2:20 and Joshua 9:20. 
The oath between Rahab the har- 
lot and the spies that she received 
in peace. However, the covenant 
which Joshua made with the peo- 
before his death (Joshua 24:22- 
27) might be regarded as an oath. 
These things,» the Young People’s 
Quarterly, prepared by Mr. John 
C. Slemp, the associate editorial 
secretary of the Sunday School 
Board, says, are simply “survivals 
of primitive religious thinking.” I 
take it that he does not think God 
led in these covenants nor that 
He inspired the record of them. Do 
you agree to that? I do not! 

(5). The idea “that at times he 
(God) wag quite unforgiving” is 
another matter in “the Joshua nar- 


ratives” which Mr. Slemp thinks 


is a “survival of primitive religious 
thinking.” Infidels through many 
centuries have argued that the God 
of the Old Testament was a heart# 
less God. They mention “impreca- 
tory Psalms,” and the command of 
God to King Soul to destroy the 
Amalekites. Perhaps Mr. Slemp re- 
fers here to the stoning of Achan 
and his family in Joshua 7:25 and 
26, and of those mentioned in 
Joshua 11:14, 15, where we are 
told that “every man they smote 
with the edge of the sword, until 
they had destroyed them, neither 
left they any to breathe. As the 
Lord commanded Moses his serv- 
ant, so did Moses command Joshua, 
and so did Joshua: he teft nothing 
undone of all the Lord commanded 
Perhaps he meant 
the words of Joshua in chapter 24, 
verse 19, 20. 
“And Joshua said unto the 


people, Ye cannot serve the 

Lord: for he is an holy God; 

he is a jealous God; he will 

not forgive your transgressions 
nor your gins. 

“If ye forsake the Lord, and 
serve strange gods, then he 
will turn and do you hurt, 
and consume you, after that 
he hath done you good.” 

At any rate, many things in 
these “Joshua narratives” are simp- 
ly “survivals of primitive think- 
ing”’ says this Sunday School quar- 
terly, instead of the authoritative 
and infallible, verbally inspired 
word of God! 


Says Book of Joshua Gives a False 
Impression Caused By "The Ap- 
parent Effort on the Part of 
the Writer or Writers to 
Present Joshua as a Mili- 
tary Hero, Worthy of 
Being Placed by the 
Side of the Law- 

Giver Moses’ 

On page 9 of the quarterly in 
the lesson for July 17, there are 
two paragraphs that I give in full. 
Read the long passage patiently 
and carefully. I am anxious not 
to misrepresent it, so I give the en- 
tire paragraph. I have put in 
italics the part I want you to 
especially notice. 

“Because of the condensed 
and rapid movement of events 
related in the Book of Joshua, 


together with the apparent ef- 
fort on the part of the writer 
or writers to present Joshua 
as a military hero worthy of 
being placed by the side of the 
lawgiver Moses, one closes the 
narrative with the impression 
that the Hebrews made a com- 
paratively easy entrance into 
the land of Canaan and that 
their complete occupation of it 
was accomplished in a remark- 
ably short time. Indeed, one 
gets the impression that Joshua 
invaded a country that was 
wholly Canaanite and at the 
time of his death left it prac- 
tically Israelite. 

“But this wmpression, how- 
ever much it is justified by 
the Joshua narratives them- 
selves, is quickly routed when 
one opens the Book of Judges. 
Here the general introduction 
(1:1 to 2:5) gives abundant 
proof that the settlement was 
effected only by slow degrees, 
that it was a long-drawn-out 
process, and that it was 
brought about not by a con- 
certed movement but by the 
independent work of the sev- 
eral tribes. Other passages al- 
so, particularly Exodus 23:30, 
-Deuteronomy 7:22, and Judges 
2:20 to 3:6, give unmistakable 
testimony to the slowness of 
the process. This, indeed, is 
the inevitable conclusion that 
one draws upon reading the 
entire stirring history of the 
period of the Judges: occupa- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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tion of Canaan was made a 
reality only by perilous effort 
and the waging 
battle. The difference between 
the story as it appears in 
Joshua and the story as it 
appears in Judges is that in 
the one we have summed up 
in the span of a few years 
events that required genera- 
tions to accomplish, whereas 
im the other we have a longer, 
more detailed account of the 
events as they most probably 
occurred.” 


of many a 


Now sum up the teaching of this 
Sunday Schcol quarterly. The book 
of Joshua gives “the impression 
that the Hebrews made a com- 
paratively easy entrance into the 


Jand of Canaan and that their com- 


plete occupation of it was accom- 
plished in a remarkably short 
time.” This impressicn is “justi- 
fied by the Joshua narratives them- 
selves’ but “is quickly routed when 
One opens the Bock of Judges.” 
The impressions left by the book 
of Joshua are false, according to 
this quarterly. 

In fact, in Joshua “we have 
summed up in a span of a few 
years events that required gene- 
rations to accomplish,” says the 
quarterly. The book of Jcshua 
claims that the events mentioned 
there happened in a few years. 
The Sunday School quarterly says 
that actually they “required gen- 
erations to accomplish.” In the 
book of Judges, however, “we have 
a longer, more detailed account 
of the events as they most probably 
occurred.”” Notice carefully that 
phrase, ‘‘as they most probably oc- 
curred.” Mr. Slemp says that very 
probably the events happened like 
the book of Judges says they did, 
though he is not certain about 
that, but he insists that they did 
not ‘happen in the span of a few 
years as he says is taught in the 
book of Joshua. 


Mr. Slemp even knowns just why 
the book of Joshua was mistaken. 
It was caused partly, he says, by 
“the apparent effort. on the part 
of the writer or writers to present 
Joshua as a military hero worthy 
of being placed by the side of the 
lawgiver Moses.” Mr. Slemp says 


crews 1938 Wonder Box ote 


hes 


Every Day folders now ready. 


Send thirty-five cents in stamps 
for sample and proposition at 
Send fifty cents for De 
Luxe box of Christmas folders. 


once. 


Liberty Greeting Line 
4152 Longfellow Ave. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


that the writer or writers of the 
book of Joshua wrote not by in- 
fallible, divine inspiration, but 
wrote out of their own wisdom 
and prejudices and that their ef- 
forts to praise Joshua made them 
narrate the events inaccurately, as 
if they all occurred in a few years 
during Joshua’s lifetime. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Slemp, the book of 
Joshua was not inspired of God, 
was not reliable, but inaccurate, 
and that partly because of the per- 
sonal motives of the writers who 
wrote without divine insp‘ration. 
That seems to me to be the plain 
meaning of Mr. Slemp’s language. 

And that conclusicn is certainly 
not true. The book of Joshua and 
the book of Judges do not conflict 
in the least. Reverent Bible stu- 
dents find no trouble in harmon- 
izing their statements completely. 
To my mind, it seems that this 
Sunday Schocl quarterly slanders 
the Bible and sows unbelief in the 
minds of young people. 


The Quarterly Says There Are 
"Striking Differences’ Between 
Judges Chapter 4, and 
Chapter 5 


On page 10 of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Quarterly, under the heading, 
“The Rise of a Heroine,” is the 
following passage: 


“The prose account of this 
victcry in the fourth chapter 
of Judges is fcllowed by a po- 
etical parallel in the fifth chap- 
ter. The poem, which gives 
evidence as being the work 
of an eye-witness, is one of the 
oldest pieces of poetry in the 
Old Testament (written about 
1250 B. C.) and is said to be 
the most important source in 
existence for the history of 
Israel. In matters of detail 
there are striking differences 
between the prose and the 
poetical accounts, but both 
agree in the larger matter of 
a far-reaching victory for Is- 
rael,”’ 

Quoted above: “There are strik- 
ing differences’’ in the prose ac- 
count in the fourth chapter of 
Judges and the poetical account in 
the fifth chapter, says this Sunday 
School quarterly. 


Read the entire sentence again: 
“In matters of detail there 
are striking differences be- 
tween the prose and the pocet- 
ical accounts, but both agree 
in the larger matter of a far- 
reaching victory for Israel.” 
The two chapters agree in the 
larger matter of an important vic- 
tory, but they differ or. disagree, 
says the quarterly, in other de- 
tails. Here, in the Sunday School 
quarterly, is the old, old gag of 
infidels that there are contradic- 
tions in the Bible! The truth is 
that I have studied both chapters 
most carefully, have taught them 
publicly, and I do not find them at 
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all contradictory and neither do 
reverent Bible scholars anywhere 
around the world. This is the Word 
of God and not the word of man. 
If it is inspired of God, then one 
may add details that the other 
omits, but there would not be real 
differences. Not only do they 
agree in the larger matter of a far- 
reaching victory for Israel, but 
they also agree in the details when 
they are prayerfully and believ- 
ingly studied. 

The attitude of the lesson writer 
toward the Old Testament is in- 
dicated by another passage on page 
11 where the quarterly says: 


“Jehovah’s dwelling -place 
was popularly believed to have 
been on Mount Sinai, but it 
was he who had accompanied 
the children of Israel] through 
their wilderness wanderings 
and by whose help they were 
able to conquer Canaan. Years 
afterward when the occupa- 
tion of the land was complete, 
it was believed that Jehovah 
took up his abcde in Palestine, 
and that Zion became h's ‘holy 
hill’.” 


Books... 


THAT CHANGED MY LIFE 
By John R. Rice 


“Of making books there is no 
end.”’ And there are more of them 
than any of you can read. Thank 
God for good books. But really 
while there are many good books 
there are only a few really GREAT 
books. By reading a few choice, 
selected volumes, one may get the 
cream of all the good influence. A 
half dozen books I can name, which 
have profoundly influenced my life. 

I know these books will greatly 
bless every prayerful reader. 


In His Steps 


or 


"What Would Jesus Do?" 
By Charles M. Sheldon 


Let use remember that all we! 


know about what “was popularly 
believed” by the Old Testament 
Jews, we find in the Bible. The 
only Hebrew literature of that 
time in existence is in the Bible. 
The author is reflecting, nct upon 
the Jewish people, but reflecting 
upon the Word of God. Modern’sts 
generally say that the Old Testa- 
ment teaches a tribal God with 


His home on Mount Sinai and later 
at Jerusalem Who loved Jews bet- |! 


ter than Gentiles, etc., 
is not the teaching of the Old Tes- 
tament. The Sunday School lesson 
writer does not agree that the book 
of Judges is inspired and authori- 
tative, the very Word of God, so 
naturally he pcks flaws in the 
fifth chapter of Judges. On page 11 
again, he says: 

“The entire poem refiects 
the moral and religious temper 
of the age in which it was 
written. It should go without 
saying that its conception of 
Jehovah as-a God of conquest 
is far below the conception of 
him as appeared in later Old 
Testament literature and as 
still later was revealed_in Je- 
sus Christ. But here in this 
early stage, primitive and 
semi-barbarous though it was, 
was the beginning of a great 
faith in God that led to the 
development of the highest 
conception of God known to 
men, as contained first in 
Judaism and later in Chris- 
tianity.”’ 

Read that paragraph again. You 
will see that it accuses the Old 
Testament of presenting a false 
conception of God. It accuses the 
Old Testament as being “primi- 
tive and semi-barbarous.” In 
other words, the Young Peoples’ 
Sunday School Quarterly does not 
regard the Old Testament as the 
Word of God, does not regard it 
as infallibly inspired, but regards 
it simply as the product of the 
age, the conception of many writ- 
ers who wrote out of their own 


thoughts and feelings and beliefs | 


and that it p’ctures God as men 
thought of Him, and not as God 
revealed Himself. If the Sunday 
School quarterly is true, then we 
have no sure revelation from God. 
Young people who believe that 
quarterly will not believe the Bi- 
ble. 


Throughout, The Quarterly Treats 
the Scriptures as the Work of 


Men and Not of God 


Repeatedly in the Sunday School 
quarterly reference is made td the 
writing of the books of Joshua and 
Judges. The lesson writer had ev- 
ery opportunity and occasion to 
mention divine inspiration. In- 
stead, he mentioned again and 
again, and often slightingly, “the 
writer or writers” of “the narra- 
tives.”” Without detailed comment, 
I call your attention to several 
brief passages, and I trust that 
the reader himself will carefully 


judge whether these quotations 


leave the impression of a divinely 
inspired, accurate Bible as the 
very Word of God. On page four, 
column one: 

“The great work of his life, 
of course, if we follow the 
impression given in the book 
that bears his name, was the 
conquest of the land of Ca- 
naan and the establishment of 
the Israelites therein.” 


but that 


| 
| 


| 


From page four, 


again: 


“From the first mention of 
his name there is no doubt that 
the biblical writers thought of 
Joshua as a lesser man than 
Moses, as undoubtedly he was.” 
On page five, column one: 

“The cross ng of the Jordan, 
the capture of Jericho and Ai, 
and all that happened down to 
the last victory was in the 
mind of the writer or writers 
of the narrative an unmistak- 
able indication of Jehovah's 
leadership.” 

Page nine, column one: 

“, . . the apparent effort on 
the part of the writer or writ- 
ers to present Joshua as a mil- 
itary hero, . .” 

Page thirteen, column one: 

“Was that Jehovah’s way of 
punishing his people for their 
disobedience? So the writer 
in Judges evidently regarded 
it, and cons‘dered the hand of 
Midian as essentially the hand 
of Jehovah.” 

Again, page thirteen, 


one: 


“A composite story of Gid- 
eon’s exploits, a story evident- 
ly derived from several sources, 
is preserved for us in Judges 
6:1 to 8:35, all of which the 
student will want to read in 
connection with this lesson.” 


Page fourteen, column two: 


“Nevertheless, the biblical 
writer could not bring his nar- 
rative to a close without men- 
tioning the ‘goodness’ which 
Gideon showed unto Israel.” 


column one, 


column 


Any open-minded reader must 
agree that the above leave the im- 
pression that the Old Testament 
books are simply the writing of 
men, writing according to their 
own light and information, their 
own prejudices, and their own 
wishes, collected to form “a com- 
pos:te story ... evidently derived 
from several sources’ and that 
God did not inspire the Old Tes- 
tament in any authoritative and re- 
liable sense. 


A Plea to Baptist Leaders 


All this article has been written 
about one little quarterly. We have 
gone into such detail so that no 
one could possibly think we had 


selected isolated cases and made of 


them more than the author in- 


tended. We have read most care- 


fully the entire quarterly and have 
given here long passages and many 
quotations so that the writer of the 
quarterly would be fairly repre- 
sented. 

I realize that Southern Bap- 
tists are not well equipped to cope 
with modernism, to recognize it 
when they see it and to expose it 
or fight it. Southern Baptists are 
accustomed to orthodoxy and not 
to modernism. Most of our Baptist 
preachers and most of our Sun- 
day School teachers believe the Bi- 
ble and there has been relatively 
little modernism among the rank 
and file in our churches. A few 
preachers and writers and profes- 
sors have gone wrong, aping the 
modernists in the North, but really 
Southern Baptists are not accus- 
tomed to modernism, not trained to 
expect it nor to detect it. 

Again the tradition of loyalty 
is strong among Southern Baptists. 
The strongest of all Southern Bap- 
tist boards is our Sunday School 
Board, and the most influential 
among the people. Southern Bap- 
tists have built the strongest Sun- 
day School work with the greatest 
number of large, successful Sunday 
Schools of any denomination in the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


I first read 
this book when 
I was fourteen 
or fifteen years 
old. More than 
all the preach- 
ing I had ever 
heard, this 
simple, fasci- 
nating gospel 
story of how 
a group of 
Christians, led 
by their pas- 
tor, started out 
to settle every question by the 
simple question, “What would Je- 
sus do?” has led to me to long fol- 
low in the steps of Jesus, to cru- 
cify self and live just as Jesus 
would do if He were in my place. 
Christ became my ideal. For the 
first time I realized that one 
should expect to suffer for Christ, 
to lose friends, to lose mcney in 
order to live like Jesus. I have 
read the story a number of times 
and always it moved and gripped 
my heart with the same fascina- 
tion. This book has blessed near- 
ly a mill‘on lives and has gone 
around the world. Boys, girls, men, 
women, preachers, and teachers 
will be blessed by it. 

I am so glad we could get this 
book, well printed, cloth bound, 
245 pages, to sell at only 40c a 
copy! Add 10c postage. 


How To Pray 


By R. A. Torrey 


When I was about seventeen, a 
boy friend loaned me this remark- 
able book. It is so clearly and 
simply written, and every point is 
so proven by the Scriptures, that 
the book is easy to read and that 
seventeen year old boy, young 
Chr'stian that he was, was moved 
to the depth by it! I would read 
a few pages, and then feel com- 
pelled to go to a place of prayer. 
How many times during the couple 
of days I was reading the book 
I had gone to the barn, or through 
the pea patch and over the fence 
to my secret nook, under a chapar- 
ral bush on that West Texas farm! 
The Holy Spirit of God taught me 
to pray and that I should take the 
Bible at face value concerning 
these holy promises of God. From 
that time to this I have read every- 
thing I could find that Dr. R. A. 
Torrey wrote, and never without 
a blessing. I especially remember 
that that book was the first t'me I 
ever learned that Christians should 
pray for Holy Spirit power and I 
did pray for the power and began 
to win souls, 

We have it in The Sword Book 
Room, paper bound, 125 pages, 20c. 

(add 3c postage) 


Jesus Is Coming 
By W. E. B. 


I had been preaching about five 
years when there fell into my 
hands a copy cf this little book. 
I believed that Jesus was coming, 
but I had a very hazy idea of 
what would happen when He dd, 
I had been taught in Sunday 
School, college and seminaries the 
general postmillennial idea, and 
sadly enough, I had never had any 
consecutive, thorough Bible teach- 
ing. Several things about this book 
gripped me, stirred me, convinced 
me, and made clear to me the 
Fundamental facts concerning the 
Premillennial coming of Jesus. One 
thing is. the enormous amount of 
Scripture it contains. A third of 
the book, I suppose, is taken up in 
Scriptures given in the foot notes. 
Every detail is proven clearly by 
the Scriptures. Next, every ob- 
jection is answered carefully. 
Third, it proved that the Bible has 
a clear line of teaching from the 
first bcok to the last on thig sub- 
ject of the second coming. It is 
absolutely the best single volume 
on this subject outside the Bible 
in my judgment, and has been so 
regarded by the best fundamentally 
sound Christian leaders for many 
years. 

It is inexpensive and one of the 
few great books you should have 
to keep and re-read and study and 
use as a reference book. 252 pages, 
cloth binding, 75c. 
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world, and to them belongs great 
credit. The Sunday School Board 
has done a marvelous work. It is 
greatly trusted. In fact, it is al- 
together too greatly trusted. 

Again, because of some intem- 
perate, inaccurate attacks, some- 
times perhaps made for personal 
glory of the individual, Southern 
Baptists are slow to listen to cries 
of modernism and heresy. 

Again, most Southern Baptists 
are postmillennial, which means 
that they do not study nor un- 
derstand the dispensational teach- 
ings of the Bible and are not fore- 
warned about the prophesied in- 
crease of unbelief. Expecting the 
whole world to be converted and 
that Baptists will bring in the 
kingdom of Christ on earth, it is 
hard for them to believe the proph- 
ecies that false teachers are to 
arise, that “evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiv- 
ing and being deceived’ (II Tim. 
3:13). Premillennialists, that is, 
those who take literally the Scrip- 
tures on the second coming of 
Christ and related events, are 
warned to beware of modernism, 
but those who have never stud'ed 
these matters carefully in the 
Scriptures are slow to believe that 
actually there can be preachers and 
teachers, Baptists, who do not be- 
lieve the Bible and who might 
break down the faith of those who 
do. I say, Southern Baptists are 
not well prepared to face modern- 
ism. Thousands of good people, 
doubtless, use this quarterly with- 
out sensing how bad is the poison 
in it. They may have been vaguely 
troubled or uncertain about it. 
More careful, prayerful study will 
show that it is exactly as bad as 
represented here. 

I say that many Baptists are not 
prepared to face this issue, there- 
fore I earnestly suggest that the 
best and strongest men among 
Southern Baptists, the truest Bible 
scholars, the best soul winners, 
take this to hand. I know that 
such great men as Dr. L. R. Scar- 
borough, Dr. R. C. Campbell, and 
Dr. J. B. Tidwell in Texas can see 
that this is modernism. I earnest- 
ly pray that such good men will 
take the lead in seeing that such 
false teaching does not again poi- 
son the minds of the thousands of 
young people by coming out in 
the Sunday School quarterlies. Dr. 
W. R. White in Oklahoma, Dr. W. 
H. Knight in Louisiana, Dr. R. G. 
Lee of Memphis, Tennessee, and 
Dr. T. L. Holcomb, great secre- 
tary of the Sunday School Board 
himself — all these certainly have 
spiritual wisdom and love the Lord 
and believe His Word. If they will 
express their minds, people will be- 
lieve them and trust them. I sug- 
gest that any Baptist preacher or 
worker who reads this article and 
feels that it is unjust or inaccurate, 
take a copy of the quarterly to 
any of these great and good men 
and ask their opinion, or ask Bro. 
Hyman Appleman, the flaming 
state-board evangelist of Texas or 
Brother C. E. Matthews of Travis 
Avenue Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, 
chairman last year of the state. 
wide evangelist campaign. Or ask 
Dr. F. M. McConnell, editor of the 
Baptist Standard, or Dr. J. B. 
Cranfill, a grand old man of Texas 
Baptist history, or Brother Joe 
Hankins, the great soul winner of 
Little Rock, Arkansas, or Brother 
C. E. Morris of Ada, Oklahoma, or 
Dr. A. N. Hall of Muskogee, OK- 


Baptist Messenger, Oklahoma, or 
Dr. Victor I. Masters of the West- 
ern Recorder of Kentucky. 

I believe we can foresee what 
these brethren will say. I know 
that devout, spiritually-minded Bi- 


will all agree that the teaching of 
this Young People’s Quarterly is 
untrue, false to the Bible, is mod- 
ernistic and terribly dangerous. 
And I beg my brethren in Jesus’ 
name to pray about the matter and 
then act upon it in what way the 
Holy Spirit leads. There are enough 
good, sound, clean Bible-believing 
Baptists to attend to this matter 
in Scriptural, kindly, brotherly 
fashion to the glory of God with- 
out a fight being made by out- 
siders, and I believe they will do so. 
May God grant it. 
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Commentary 
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century, however crudely nar- 
rated, would captivate the aver- 
age reader. 333 pages, cloth 
bound. PRICE $2.00 
(add 15c postage) 


“Moody Still Lives” 


By A. P. Fitt 
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lished — in the example of fi- 
delity and zeal which he has set 
before all nations. The realiza- 
tion that Moody was so won- 
derfully used of God in his day 
that his work abides through 
our day will encourage minis- 
ters, laymen, and we hope par- 
ticularly young people to put 
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Here is one of the real mira- 
cles. A poor Gipsy lad is touched 
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